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be recognized by the international 
community unless Zelaya has been re-
stored to power. 

The United States must have no part 
in these efforts. They are undermining 
and delegitimizing the Honduran elec-
tion. We have got to make sure that we 
recognize the validity of this process, 
and we should say to the world that we 
must recognize the free will of the Hon-
duran people to express their desires in 
the ballot box. 

The United States cannot play 
wingman to tyrants who dismiss funda-
mental civil liberties and forsake con-
stitutional commitment. We should be 
proud of our democratic standards and 
not fear standing alone, if necessary, 
against those who work against the 
freedom agenda. 

Despite tremendous world pressure 
and punishment, the people of Hon-
duras have remained true to their de-
mocracy and their constitution. And 
the November 29 elections are just one 
more testament to their unwavering 
commitment. 

Tomorrow I will be hosting a Mem-
bers briefing, open to all Members, Re-
publicans and Democrats, with the 
members of the Honduran Supreme 
Electoral Tribunal. This will afford an 
opportunity for Members from both 
sides of the aisle to discuss the meas-
ures being undertaken in Honduras to 
ensure that the November elections 
proceed as scheduled. I invite all of my 
colleagues again to please join us for 
this important discussion. Although we 
may have differing views regarding the 
approach that the United States has 
taken to the situation in Honduras, I’m 
hopeful that free, fair, clean and trans-
parent elections is the way that we can 
all unite. 

b 1945 

This is a concept that all Americans 
should agree. U.S. policy has histori-
cally recognized and even encouraged 
the implementation of elections as a 
necessary step to moving forward from 
an untenable political situation. Just 
this past August, as a matter of fact, 
Secretary of State Clinton visited An-
gola, where she emphasized repeatedly 
the importance of holding timely, free, 
and fair presidential elections in An-
gola. 

Each year, the United States spends 
millions and millions of our tax dollars 
to support elections through our demo-
cratic form of government and to make 
sure that we promote governance pro-
grams around the world. So why, then, 
does the U.S. commitment to and sup-
port of elections fade away when it 
comes to Honduras? It should not. It 
must not. 

A stable, secure, democratic Hon-
duras is what is in the best interest of 
the United States. This election that 
will take place on November 29 offers 
us the perfect opportunity for this to 
happen—free, fair, democratic elec-
tions. I urge the State Department to 
encourage international observers to 
participate in these upcoming elec-

tions, and I encourage my fellow col-
leagues to go to Honduras for them-
selves. Go now and go for the elections. 
See for yourselves what we are dealing 
with and the impact that the U.S. pol-
icy is having on a democratic ally, a 
friend of the United States. 

Again, I welcome all of my col-
leagues to join me tomorrow for a 
briefing with members of the Honduran 
Supreme Electoral Tribunal. Let de-
mocracy take root once again in Hon-
duras. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GRAYSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GRAYSON addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
AWARENESS MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam 
Speaker, throughout my tenure in Con-
gress, I have worked to raise awareness 
about the devastating impact of domes-
tic violence. I rise again this evening 
to recognize the month of October as 
National Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. Each year I visit the House 
floor to speak about this topic, I hope 
that there will be some signs of 
progress in the fight against domestic 
violence, but sadly, Americans still 
suffer from its effects. 

As I have reminded my colleagues, 
often we assume that acts of domestic 
violence don’t occur in our own com-
munities or to people we know or fami-
lies that live down the street. Last 
year, I shared the story of a young 
woman from my hometown in Kansas 
named Jana Mackey, and today I would 
like to provide you with an update of 
her story. 

Jana was born July 20, 1982, in Harp-
er, Kansas. She was an active member 
of 4–H, an athlete, and a talented musi-
cian. Upon graduation from high 
school, she completed a bachelor’s de-
gree, where she discovered her pas-
sion—advocating for others. Jana went 
on to pursue a law degree from the Uni-
versity of Kansas and fought for equal-
ity and social justice through her work 
with countless organizations, including 
volunteer work at Lawrence, Kansas’ 
GaDuGi SafeCenter, a shelter that aids 
victims of sexual assault and domestic 
violence. But on July 3, 2008, Jana’s 
own life was ended by an act of domes-
tic violence. 

Since her death, Jana’s parents, Curt 
and Christie Brungardt, started the 
Eleven Hundred Torches campaign to 
inspire others to continue Jana’s admi-
rable work. The goal was to encourage 
1,100 people to carry on Jana’s torch 
through civic engagement and vol-
unteerism. As of this month, I am 

happy to report the campaign logged 
its 1,100th volunteer, but Jana’s work 
still remains unfinished. 

Jana’s story proves that no State, 
community or family is immune from 
domestic violence. Domestic violence 
does not discriminate based upon gen-
der, race, age, education or social sta-
tus, and its plague wreaks havoc on our 
day-to-day lives within our commu-
nities and our overflowing criminal 
justice system. 

Every year, there are more than 4 
million new incidents of domestic vio-
lence reported in the United States, 
with many more unaccounted for due 
to fear and intimidation. Of those 4 
million reported cases, nearly 100,000 
Kansans fall victim to domestic vio-
lence each year. 

While we make gains in raising 
awareness about domestic violence and 
providing assistance to affected vic-
tims, there is still much work to be 
done. Whether we are part of a business 
providing a service, such as refur-
bishing cell phones for women in do-
mestic emergencies, or volunteers do-
nating time to local domestic violence 
centers, we all can do more to end do-
mestic violence. I encourage my House 
colleagues to seek out a center, a shel-
ter, or an organization in their district 
or State and to further engage on this 
issue. 

This October, let us remember the 
victims of domestic violence and learn 
from their courage as we do our best to 
ensure that our communities are a safe 
place to live, work, and raise families. 
I encourage my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing October as Domestic Vi-
olence Awareness Month. 

Madam Speaker, I ask for continued 
support and assistance for domestic vi-
olence prevention programs. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. FOXX addressed the House. Her 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. POSEY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 
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